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Frogs’ legs for anyone?
“BONJOUR. Mon appelle Gadieja. Je su-
is 5-ans. Je viens d’Ocean View.”

For those of us not fluent in the language,
this would be how a five-year-old girl from
Ocean View would introduce herself in
French.
And by the looks of things, residents and

visitors to the area should get used the idea
of being addressed in a foreign language by
some of Ocean View’s little ones.
Children fromAquila Pre-primary School

have been practising saying bonjour and
voulez vous for nigh on two months now as
part of a language and cultural exchange
programme called Big things begin little,
says project coordinator, Chantel Daniels.
“The main objective of this project is to

teach a new language to children between
the ages of five and six to liberate them from
being stereotyped as isolated.
We hope to broaden the minds of the chil-

dren andmake them aware of countries out-
side of South Africa.”
According to Daniels, the project was con-

ceptualised during an international Migra-
tion and Language seminar hosted in Gene-
va, Switzerland, earlier this year.
The idea that South African children, es-

pecially children from poorer areas, grow
up with a sense self-imposed isolation that
limits their growth potential, was some-
thing the International Conference of Vo-
lunteers, working with the Volunteer Cen-
tre in Cape Town, felt a burning need to ad-
dress.
“It is our duty to make opportunities

available to these children, and not to lose
them to the negatives of the world.
We aim to empower them and make them

aware that they have a future with indefi-
nite possibilities,” Daniels says.
And in the meantime the pre-schoolers,

under the tutelage of Julie Marchand, a
French teacher who hails from France, are
having a ball, school principalMrsWarries
says.
“They are given French language and

cultural lessons once a week for one to two
hours a day.
“They are really enjoying it and I believe

the project will set out what it aims to do.”
If the project proves a success, it should

be expanded to other areas, Daniels says.
Aquila is currently one of only two pre-

primary schools benefiting from the
project.
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Marchand with her
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